
Chief Master Sergeant Roger D. Maginel, United States Air Force (USAF), Retired, has served 
our nation with honor for almost 45 years, including active-duty, contractor and civil service. 
He distinguished himself during 25 years with the Air Force Special Operations Command 
(AFSOC) in squadron, wing, and headquarters positions and epitomizes the saying that “One 
Man Can Make a Real Difference!” Chief Maginel was an initial cadre MH-60 flight engineer 
in the 55th SOS, the first H-60 unit in the USAF. He played a critical role for all Air Force 
MH-60 flight engineers by developing initial qualification courseware and tactics, techniques, 
and procedures for all enlisted aircrew. He flew on the first NVG night water operation for 
the 55th SOS. He was also a vital crewmember on the first long-range refueling test of the 
MH-60G flying two MH-60s non-stop from Eglin AFB, FL to Peterson Field, CO. This 
ten-hour flight required three aerial refuelings and covered over 1200 nautical miles. Chief 
Maginel’s expertise was so critical that he was tasked to support HQ Air Rescue and the 542nd 
Operations Group before returning to HQ AFSOC as Chief Flight Engineer and Enlisted 
Aircrew Functional Manager. During this tour at HQ, he participated in Operations ALLIED 
FORCE and ENDURING FREEDOM and was current and qualified as a flight engineer 
on the UH-1N and Mi-8 (Hind) for the 6th SOS Foreign Internal Defense mission. After 
active-duty retirement, he excelled at HQ AFSOC as a Unit Deployment Manager and Air 
Expeditionary Force planner.  The singularly distinctive accomplishments of Chief Master 
Sergeant Roger D. Maginel reflect great credit upon himself, Air Force Special Operations 
Command, and Air Commandos of every generation.
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